
 

 

Embrace the Goeldi Museum Campaign 

 

The Amazon… Earth’s most revered tropical alcove, shrouded under dense foliage… a place 

where exotic birds ruffle their gaudy plumage, where arboreal primates swing from vine to 

vine, where the mysterious jaguar prowls on the forest floor. You probably have heard of the 

rainforest, for it is the first image that comes to mind when people think of a jungle. Indeed, 

many imagine the Amazon as a picturesque canopy, thick with vegetation, abundant with 

flora and fauna. Others view the Amazon as an untamed wilderness, riddled with diseases 

like dengue, yellow fever and malaria, an inhospitable environment where natives eek out an 

existence isolated from the rest of civilization. As a result of these popular constructions, the 

Amazon is but an abstract, savage concept that means little to most people. Thus, problems 

in the Amazon, such as poaching and deforestation, are as distant and insignificant as the 

idea of the Amazon itself.  

 

Well, what if we told you that the Amazon harbors the largest remaining tropical forest in 

the world, but loses nearly 3 million trees per day [RAISG, 2012]? What if we told you that 

the Amazon’s biodiversity is dwindling at a rate a thousand fold greater than it was at the 

last century?  What if we told you that the Amazon is not an isolated region, but is home to 

thirty-three million people, including 385 indigenous groups [RAISG, 2012]? What if we 

told you that deforestation affects the rest of the world, since slash and burn agriculture 

releases 82,100.00 million tons of CO2 into the atmosphere, contributing to global warming 

[RAISG, 2012]?   

 

Perhaps you are aware of these impending problems, or maybe this is the first time you’ve 

heard of them. The question is, what can be done? In order for the Amazon’s forecast to 

have a more positive outlook, research and conservation efforts must be prioritized. This is 

where the Goeldi Museum of Belém, Pará State comes into play.  

 

One of the most renowned scientific museums in Latin America, the Goeldi Museum runs a 

Scientific Station in the Marajó Archipelago and a Zoobotanical Park at the heart of Belém 



 

 

(capital of Pará, Brazil). The museum also holds the largest collection of Amazonian 

artifacts in the world and hosts a series of educational programs and conservation efforts. 

Without a doubt, the museum has been a key player in the well being of South America’s 

largest and most important biome, half of which resides in Brazil and 8 other countries.  

 

 

 In fact, 2016 marks the Goeldi Museum’s 150
th
 anniversary, making it the oldest scientific 

organization in the Amazon region. This is no small feat for a scientific organization in a 

developing country where few such institutions exist.    

However, even after a century and a half of dedication to the Amazon, the Goeldi Museum is 

facing serious financial setbacks; the Brazilian Government has curtailed the museum’s 

funding in recent years due to a national economic recession and political chaos. Moreover, 

crowd funding has become increasingly difficult, since the recession has hit the public the 

hardest.  

 

In light of its 150
th
 anniversary and dire financial situation, the Goeldi Museum and the 

Peabiru Institute (a civil society organization) created the ProGoeldi Initiative, an umbrella 

program with a 5-year plan. The number one priority of the initiative is the revitalization of 

the zoo-botanical park, one of the few vestiges of the rainforest left in the center of Belém. 

The park receives half a million visitors a year, among students, families and tourists, and is 

among the top 20 tourist attractions in Brazil. To the people of Belém, it is the heart and soul 

of the city and for years has been the most popular attraction in Pará State.   

 

The ProGoeldi initiative is already raising funds from local sources. Among major 

supporters are Banpará (the State of Pará Bank) Imerys (a French mining company), and the 

Akzo Nobel (a Dutch painting company). The three federations of Pará (agriculture, 

commerce and industry) are also giving their institutional support. Even the state prison 

office is chipping in, providing 10 inmates to help reconstruct and paint the museum's 

kilometer-long wall.  

 



 

 

But this is far from sufficient. 

 

You can participate directly in the Goeldi Campaign in different ways, by: 

 

1. Buying t-shirts, caps and others;  

2. Sponsoring our main revitalization initiatives described bellow; or  

3. Donating to the ProGoeldi Fund  

Name of the Account holder: Instituto Peabiru 

Bank account: 20199-1 Bank agency: 8347 

Name of the Bank: Itaú Unibanco S.A.  Bank Number (in Brazil) 341 

Bank address: Trav. Benjamin Constant 1553, Belém, Pará, Brazil ZIP code 66035-095 

Name of the agency: BELÉM BENJAMIN CONST1553 

CNPJ (fiscal number in Brazil) of the account holder: 02.650.035/0001-00 

Swift: ITAUBRSP               Bank phone +55(91) 3182 4106 

IBAN code: BR81 6070 1190 0834 7000 0201 991C 1 

 

We are also open to partnerships with private and public organizations that support our 

cause. 

 

 

 

Below are some of the revitalization plans for the Goeldi Museum.  

 

1. Reopening The Jacques Hubert Aquarium – The oldest public aquarium in Brazil has 

been closed for 10 years due to financial setbacks. However, given that the Amazon is home 

to a tremendous number of aquatic and amphibious species, which are currently 

underrepresented in the museum, the Goeldi initiative has decided to prioritize the 

aquarium’s revitalization. In tandem with the environmental education programs that the 

zoo-botanical park has to offer, the aquarium will stress conservation of the Amazon River 

and make the museum a more popular attraction.  

 



 

 

2. The Sloth House – There are three sloth species in the park, which offers them a nursery 

and interactive habitat. Every week the Museum receives orphan sloths (whose mothers have 

fallen victims to trafficking and poaching) and tends to their special needs. With the 

renovation of the Sloth House, the sloths will have a new home that more closely resembles 

their natural habitat and more personnel to care for them. Funds for the Sloth House will 

come from the ProGoeldi initiative’s Hug the Sloth Campaign, which will sell merchandise 

(like Hug the Sloth T shirts and Caps, photographs of the Sloths, etc.) to visitors.   

 

3. The “New Sign” - Many of the interactive signs in the museum need replacement. The 

ProGoeldi initiative will install new signs throughout the zoo-botanical park. In doing so, the 

public will be more appreciative of the museum exhibitions.   

 

4. The New Pirarucu Aquarium – The Park’s plan is to build a new section for Pirarucu 

(Arapaima gigas), the largest fish in the Amazon.   

 

5. Avian Renovation Plan – Many of the birds in the Amazon are endemic and threatened 

to extinction, which is why the Goeldi Musum has taken a vested interest in their protection. 

Yet, despite the shelter the museum offers to many native bird species, birdcages are old and 

need complete renovation.  The ProGoeldi initiative will help expand and revitalize the 

avian section of the zoo-botanical park so that the birds have homes that more closely 

resemble their natural habitat.  

 

Environmental Education Center  – Hundreds of schools visit the Park every year, but the 

educational reception center is closed to revitalize the center. The ProGoeldi initiative will 

invest in wood construction and will hire personnel to properly receive the schools.  

 

  

This and other Project notifications can be found at Instituto Peabiru’s website under the 

ProGoeldi link.  

 



 

 

 

You can also follow us on Facebook and in our website – www.peabiru.org.br/progoeldi 

 

  

Contacts  

Joao Meirelles – General Diretor for the ProGoeldi (Peabiru Institute) –

 jmeirelles@peabiru.org.br  

Oswaldo Braglia – Coordinator of the ProGoeldi initiative – oswaldo@peabiru.org.br 

 

Instituto Peabiru: 55 91 3222 6000 | Rua Ó de Almeida, 1083. Reduto, Belém, Pará, 

Brasil. CEP: 66053-190 
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