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Event organized by Brazil’s Federal Prosecution Office discusses socio-environmental impacts of 

Barcarena, a industrial hub in the Amazon 

(translation of the Peabiru’s article on its website) 

In the Metropolitan Region of Belém, one of the largest capitals within the Brazilian Amazon region, 

the neighboring cities of Barcarena and Abaetetuba face a great challenge: on the one hand, the 

euphoria of the new economic cycle, the export of soybean and live cattle, and the expansion of the 

industrial hub; and, on the other, the land chaos that resulted from the configuration of the hub and 

the public power’s inability to solve it, added to the environmental challenges in course since its 

implementation in the late 1980s. 

Such was the subject of the seminar Pollution, accidents and multiplicity of conflicts in the 

Barcarena-Abaetetuba Axis - summoned last May by the Federal Prosecution Office (hereupon 

referred to as MPF, its Portuguese acronym) - to listen to experts and local communities. In the 

event, companies mainly played the role of listeners, as specialists in different areas and people of 

the affected communities spoke. It was remarkable, though, the absence of representatives of the 

public power in general, especially of the organs related to environmental and land issues. 

One of MPF's concerns is the large number of civil inquiries around environmental issues of water, 

soil and air pollution, especially those related to accidents involving kaolin leakage and, more 

recently, to grain barges in a new port in the region. 

As a symbol of the inertia of the public power, it was highlighted the shipwreck of the Haidar ship, in 

2015 (in which more than 4 thousand oxen died), which demonstrated the absolute lack of adequate 

preparation on the part of the environmental authorities to face accidents. Although a civil lawsuit 

was filed by the MPF, the legal process is still in course in the Federal Court. The biggest complaints 
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here are the lack of punishment to those responsible, and the delay in repairing damages to affected 

communities and to the environment. 

The claims of the dozens of communities’ representatives referred to both industrial leakages and 

the precariousness of the neighborhoods close to industrial areas, as well as to issues of land 

ownership insecurity. It became clear that it is urgent to consolidate the delimitation and registration 

of the lands of traditional peoples and communities - quilombola1 territories, agroextractivist 

settlements and other land modalities - to overcome the chaos of land ownership. Most people were 

clamoring for an emergency plan that effectively addresses recurring problems. 

To the Federal Prosecutor Mr. Bruno Valente, organizer of the event, it proved to be an opportunity 

to raise different complaints in the numerous issues - pollution of water, air, noise and struggles in 

human settlements in the area of influence of the hub. He also mentioned the importance of 

discussing an environmental license for the Industrial District as a whole. This is also the position of 

Dr. Eliane Moreira, from the State Public Prosecution Office, who points out that most of the 

environmental licenses granted were not attentive to resolution number 237 of CONAMA (Brazil’s 

National Council for the Environment), that states municipalities must attest to the feasibility of the 

enterprise at hand. 

Mr. Manuel Amaral, from IEB, a civil society organization that has been active for almost a decade in 

Barcarena, reminds that its first effort was seeking to organize the local demands, creating a public 

space for discussion and qualifying or empowering the different actors to get involved in this process. 

It was then constituted, he explained, a "civil society collective that seeks a path to development; 

and the need to expand the activity’s scope became clear, resulting in the launch of the Forum for 

Inter-Sectoral Dialogue (FIB)". 

                                            
1 Quilombos, or quilombola territories, are Brazilian hinterland settlements founded by people of African origin, mainly 
those who had escaped slavery. The country’s 1988 Constitution grants the remaining quilombos the collective ownership 
of the lands they have occupied since colonial times. 
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Most experts (in conservation, pollution, health, land issues etc. - see the link to the program bellow) 

urged the need to address issues scientifically, especially with regard to monitoring the different 

potentially polluting agents and to seek answers to key issues raised by the communities. One of the 

unanimous positions is for the urgent need of public policies to take seriously the set of scientific 

research in the different areas. This is even more relevant before the start of new ventures such as 

new port terminals for grain exports and other planned expansions. Mr. Amaral states that one of 

the concerns is that the problems tend to increase due to further private investments. 

Several references were made to the fact that Barcarena receives proportionally much more financial 

resources than the vast majority of municipalities in Brazil, and yet does not offer its citizens 

corresponding public services, especially in relation to basic sanitation. One of the ways to monitor 

the use of public resources, as highlighted by Mr. Manuel Amaral, is through a set of sustainability 

indicators, while promoting greater engagement within the society to closely monitor public 

management. All specialists from different areas that spoke in the seminar pointed out that most of 

the problems presented result from a lack of consistent and continuous public policies, particularly 

the lack of synchronicity between federal, state and municipal bodies. 

We interviewed Dr. Marcel Theodoor Hazeu, who researches forced displacements, migration and 

labor mobility related to the social transformations brought about by the arrival of the industrial 

sector and the construction of the ports. He argues that in order to overcome this problem it is 

necessary to question the ways in which industries operate, to the extent of preventing the arrival of 

certain companies, guaranteeing social rights, and investing in a form of development that values the 

local population. He questions, for instance: "there’s a lot of investment in new ports for export, but 

none in ports for [local and small] fishermen, bringing big ships that end up preventing fishermen 

from fishing. The dispute is as much on the land (where people lose ownership of land where to plant 

and to live), as it is in the water (where one can no longer fish)", he explains. 
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The conservation of the forest 

 

Image 1 – Speakers answering questions from the audience. From the left: Mr. João Meirelles (Peabiru), Dr. 
Gracialda Ferreira (UFRA), Dr. Regina Oliveira (Goeldi Museum) and Dr. Juarez Pezzuti (UFPA).  

 

Instituto Peabiru was invited to organize a debate on Forest Conservation, in which the following 

researchers participated: Dr. Gracialda Ferreira (from UFRA, the Federal Rural University of Pará), Dr. 

Juarez Pezzuti (UFPA, Federal University of Pará) and Dr. Regina Oliveira (from MPEG, Museu 

Paraense Emílio Goeldi). For these lecturers, the situation is serious because of the lack of land 

ordering. What is surprising is that an industrial district of such importance does not have 

conservation units. The land chaos also contributes to threatening the few areas with vegetation in a 

reasonable state of preservation that could be transformed in officially protected units. Thus, there 

was unanimous agreement on the urgency to create such areas, both destined for sustainable use 

and full protection, considering river and terrestrial environments, with emphasis on floodplains and 

insular areas. 

Mr. João Meirelles, from Instituto Peabiru, claims that in order to consolidate a conservation 

program for the industrial hub, involving Barcarena, Abaetetuba and its surroundings, it is necessary 
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to: 1. Produce a "single map" with data from land and environmental agencies, and present it 

urgently in public consultation for discussion; 2. Finalize the processes of delimiting and registering 

quilombola territories, settlements and other social uses of public lands, putting an end to the 

discussion on ownership; 3. Execute the ecological-economic zoning at the municipal level; 4. Map 

the remnants of native vegetation and of aquatic areas, and archaeological sites indicated for 

protection; 5. Establish the Municipal Systems of Conservation Units (SMUC); and 6. Create public 

conservation units and encourage the creation of private units, whether by industries and ports or by 

rural landowners. 

 

Image 2 – Vegetal cover of Abaetetuba and Barcarena based on UAS / MPEG (Museu Paraense Emílio 
Goeldi).  

  

mailto:peabiru@peabiru.org.br
http://www.peabiru.org,br/


 
                    

Travessa Ó de Almeida 1083 
66053-190 Reduto Belém Pará 
F 55 91 3222 6000 
peabiru@peabiru.org.br 
www.peabiru.org,br 

 6 

Click here to access the individual presentations by Mr. João Meirelles (Peabiru), Dr. Gracialda 

Ferreira (UFRA), Dr. Regina Oliveira (Goeldi) and Dr. Juarez Pezzuti (UFPA) on forest conservation (in 

Portuguese). 

 

The need to hold open events such as this at the municipalities of Barcarena and Abaetetuba was 

evident, for it would allow more citizens, as well as local public officials, to partake in this debate. Mr. 

Manuel Amaral, from IEB, managed to summarize that what can contribute to this process is the 

immediate construction of sustainability monitoring indicators, mechanisms for greater engagement 

of the society and, finally, the creation of social and community funds, capable of strengthening local 

social organization and mitigating and repairing socio-environmental and economic damages and 

impacts. 

 

Image 3 – The public has filled the auditorium of the Emílio Goeldi Museum campus. 

Peabiru team that collaborated in this article – João Meirelles Filho, Mariana Carvalho Buoro and 

Hanne Lima. 

Click here to see MPF’s invite the event’s schedule (in Portuguese). 
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Preparede for Instituto Peabiru, by João Meirelles, Mariana Buoro and Hanne Lima, translated by 

Mariana Buoro. 
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